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Law Enforcement’s Safe School  
Threat Response Pyramid  

• Have a system in place for assessing local threats 
• Have a comprehensive school safety plan that contains an  

updated crisis response plan 

L
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• Review emergency plans to increase                  
familiarization  

• Check communications equipment and  review     
notification procedures 

• Increase levels of campus                      
supervision and surveillance 

• Assess whether individual threats or          
conditions require additional safety,            
security or protective measures 

•   Take additional                     
precautions during daily         
activities, school events               
and field trips 

•Prepare to execute emergency       
and crisis response plans 

• Limit access to school facilities 

 Activate                  
emergency            

management               
& crisis                   

response plans 

•Restrict access to       
facilities and mobility 
of staff and students 
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Appropriate Notifications 
 

                     School Staff 
            Notify by phone calls, e-mails                          
             or mass-notification systems 

 

                          Students 
Notify verbally or in writing. Use mass            
notification systems when appropriate                

 

 In order for school staff, students and parents 
to prepare for and respond to changing threat 

levels, districts must have appropriate           
notification procedures in place. 

At all threat levels, be on alert for suspicious 
acts or individuals and report to police 

Parents 
Notify in writing and via the media 

Responding To 
Terrorism Threat Levels 
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